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Greeti ngs!

The Obama tour of Asia has placed Japan and the Asia-Pacific briefly in the
spotlight, and this week we exani ne sone of the nobst critical issues in the
US-Japan and US-Japan- Cki nawa rel ati onship that assume new signi ficance in
light of the DPJ victory and installation of a new Japanese government.

Qur fund-raising canpaign is now in high gear, with nmany of our nost |oya
readers and contributors supporting our work . . . now that we seemto have
sol ved the problem of guiding you to our website.

Every ship needs an occasional fresh coat of tar; every larder a new pot of
jam So every journal, every so often, needs to replenish its resources to
keep abreast of the technology and inprove the quality of the work we nake
available to readers. Particularly those that have no institutional base or
foundati on funding.

We need your help if we are to continue to publish, and particularly if we
are to continue to nake the journal available free to all, a goal to which
we remain conmitted.

If you value the work of the journal, we ask that you contribute as
sustainers at any |level you wish. W recomrend a | evel of $20 per year ($10
for students), but hope that those who find the work particularly inportant
and who can afford it, will contribute nore.

To remit funds please go to the red sustainers button at the center of our
hone page http://japanfocus.org and you will find sinple directions to
support the journal via Paypal. The process requires approxinmately thirty
seconds of your tine. Thank you in advance for your support.

The Asia-Pacific Journal has established a systemthat encourages
universities and other public institutions to have unlinited reproduction



of our articles for course use without fees and without linmt for one year.
The first libraries have now subscribed at a rate of $40 per year. If you
use the Journal in courses, or wish to make its contents available to
students for online reading through your library, please encourage your
institution to subscribe at this special rate. For further information,
contact us atinfo@ apanfocus.org

To access our full archive with nore than 1,500 articles, and to view the
nost widely read articles, go to: http://japanfocus.org

Cont act Japan Focus by email at info@ apanfocus.org

Subscription information

The Asia-Pacific Journal is free and accessible to all. We invite
supporters, authors and readers who find Focus useful to join our |oyal
sustai ners by making a small annual contribution to support technica
upgrades, defray technical, nmailing and nai ntenance fees, and help us to
expand outreach. Recommended support |evel: $20 ($10 for students and
residents of devel oping countries); $40 for institutions including
libraries, research centers, governnment offices. If you experience
difficulty in subscribing, wite to us with the error nessage at

i nf o@ apanf ocus. org

Subscri be
Gavan McCornmack, The Battle of Oki nawa 2009: Obana vs Hatoyama

El ections at the end of August gave Japan a new governnent, headed by

Hat oyama Yukio. In electing himand his Denocratic Party of Japan (DPJ),

t he Japanese people, like the American people |l ess than a year earlier
were opting for change - a new relationship with both Asia and the US
including a much nore equal one with the latter. Remarkably, however, what
foll owed on the part of the Qohanma administration has been a canpai gn of
unrel enting pressure to block any such change

The Obama administration has targeted in particular the Hatoyama desire to
re-negotiate the relationship with the United States so as to nake it equal
i nstead of dependent. Go back, it seenms to be saying, to the gol den days of
"Sergeant - Maj or Koi zum " (as George W Bush reportedly referred to the
Japanese Prime M nister) when conpliance was assured and annual US policy
prescriptions ("yobosho") were received in Tokyo as holy wit; forget
absurd pretensions of independent policies.

The core issue has been the disposition of Anerican mlitary presence in
ki nawa and the US insistence that Hatoyama honour an agreenment known as
the Guam Treaty. This article provides a conprehensive critical overview of
the six decades' US-Ckinawa conflict over bases and the |ocal novenents
contesting current proposals for a new base at Henoko and transfer of a
substantial conponent of the Marines to Guam

Gavan McCormack is eneritus professor at Australian National University,
coordi nator of The Asia-Pacific Journal: Japan Focus, author, nost
recently, of Client State: Japan in the American Enbrace (in English,
Japanese, Chinese, and Korean), and contributes a monthly colum to the
Korean dai ly Kyunghyang shi nmun.

Recommended citation: Gavan McCornmack, "The Battle of ki nawa 2009: Obama
vs Hatoyamm," The Asia-Pacific Journal, 46-1-09, Novenber 16, 2009.

Read nore .

Study Group on Ckinawan External Affairs, ki nawan Message to President
Ghama: Wthdraw the Marines



On Friday 13 Novenber, US President Obama flew in to Tokyo. The unresol ved
i ssue of "replacing" Futenma US Marine Air Station has been renmpoved from
the tal ks agenda, because the two sides cannot agree on howto resolve it.
Festering for nore than 13 years, the issue has risen gradually to a head
since the Hatoyama Government too office at the begi nning of Septenber
calling for a redefinition of US-Japan relations.

The one proposal that nobody in either Tokyo or Washi ngton has consi dered
is the one advanced bel ow, by a representative group of prom nent

i nawans: that the US sinmply close and withdraw fromall its Cki nawan
bases. For 65 years, US forces have dom nated Cki nawa, beginning with the
1945 and continuing through protracted mlitary occupation to the present.
Until OKinawan views are taken into serious consideration, the problem
cannot be settled. Text available in English and Japanese.

Recommended citation: Study G oup on Ckinawan External Affairs, "Cki nawan
Message to President Cbama: Wthdraw the Marines," The Asia-Pacific
Journal, 46-3-09, Novenber 16, 2009.

Read nore

R Taggart Murphy, Before Sunrise: WII Cbama seize a rare opportunity for
change in U S -Japan rel ations?

This is an article that appeared at The New Republic (online edition), and
is given a new introduction here. Its premise is that the kind of

rel ati onship Japan and the U S. have had is over. That rel ationship was
rooted in postwar arrangenents that have been destroyed -- and this is the
significance of the DPJ victory. That victory gives Chama a w ndow i n which
to construct a genuine alliance that would be of great help to both sides.
It woul d be the greatest nmistake to slam shut the wi ndow of opportunity
opened by el ectoral changes in both the US and Japan because of the

Pent agon's narrow, parochial concerns with its |ogistics.

Li ke many Americans who voted for him | have been di sappointed that GChama
has failed to capitalize on the wi ndows of opportunity that his electora
mandat e and the financial crisis seened to provide him The conditions that
precipitated the crisis are still very nuch there; there has been no rea
reformor recognition of the need to bridle VIl Street. W are stil
spilling blood and treasure in military adventures that should never have
been started in the first place. The assaults on the rule of |law and civi
liberties that occurred under the George W Bush administration -- assaults
that strike at the very essence of the Anerican experinment -- have not been
redressed.

Here is one window -- forging a good, working relationship with the DPJ
| eaders. It is a tantalizing opportunity -- | hope that Cbanma understands
it and seizes it.

R Taggart Miurphy is Professor and Vice Chair, MBA Programin Internationa
Busi ness, Tsukuba University(Tokyo Canpus) and a coordinator of The Asia-
Paci fic Journal. He is theauthor of The Wi ght of the Yen and, with Akio
M kuni, of Japan'sPolicy Trap. He wote this article for The Asia-Pacific
Jour nal .

Recommended citation: "Before Sunrise: WII Cbanma seize a rare opportunity
for change in U. S -Japan relations?" The Asia-Pacific Journal, 46-2-09
Novenber 16, 2009.

Read nore .



R Taggart Mirphy, |Is Japan Headed for a Fiscal Doonsday?

Many people in the financial world - not all of them kooks - have nanaged
to convince thensel ves that Japan is hurtling towards sone kind of fiscal
doonsday. And that no matter what the Hat oyama governnent does or doesn't

do, it's already too late. That Japan will be defaulting on its pension
obligations. O defaulting on its debt. O will find itself unable to halt
a string of bank failures that will bring the financial systemto its

knees. Or some comnbi nation thereof.

Taggart Murphy critically exam nes this emerging consensus.

R Taggart Murphy is Professor and Vice Chair, MBA Programin International
Busi ness, Tsukuba University (Tokyo Canmpus) and a coordi nator of The Asia-
Paci fic Journal. He is the author of The Weight of the Yen and, with Akio

M kuni, of Japan's Policy Trap. He wote this article for The Asia-Pacific
Jour nal .

Recommended citation: R Taggart Mirphy, "lIs Japan Headed for a Fiscal
Doonsday?" The Asia-Pacific Journal, 46-4-09, Novenber 16, 2009.

Read nore .
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